
Questions I Wish the Archbishop Would Ask 

 

What is frustrating you right now about our Church?  

Do you feel your Church leaders are hearing your voice? 

What could the Church learn from your experience? 

What problems do you address in your daily life? How could the Church assist you? 

In what ways do you feel the Church is not quite up to date, not in sync with the times we live in? 

In what ways do you feel the Church is too much influenced by the current times and culture? 

What strengths do you have that the Church is not drawing upon? 

What groups in the Church need help becoming reconciled? 

Do you fully understand how our Church operates, what are its lines of communication and authority, by what processes are decisions made, how and when it 

needs your help, how to offer constructive criticism, how to handle problems? What questions do you have about all this? 

Are you creative, innovative, artistic, have lots of new ideas, or feeling like a round peg in a square hole within the Church? If so, how can we make a way to 

harness your energy, or make you feel more fully welcome in the Church? 

What are the issues and problems you find most distressing in the world around you right now? 

Do you worship in your own parish? If not, please explain why you’ve chosen a different place. 

How could the Bishop improve life within your parish? 

What excites you most when you think of the future possibilities for our Church? 

Please briefly describe any and all distressing, upsetting, or negative experiences you have had, personally, with the Church in recent years. If you like, make 

suggestions about how these situations could have been better handled, or resolved more satisfactorily. We need this kind of input from faithful Catholics. 

Please do not feel it is wrong to give these stories. Do refrain from invective, naming names, venting too emotionally, or giving too much detail. At this point, 

give a succinct outline with just enough detail to show us what occurred. If the Bishop needs more information, we’ll get in touch with you. [Note: this is not 

an anonymous questionnaire, but names/answers will not be made public.] 

Are you a member of any lay organizations, third orders, Catholic special interest groups, or other Catholic associations? Please list all.  

Do you have any concerns about the organizations of which you are a member, their affiliations and alliances, leadership or apparent future trajectory, 

finances, or effectiveness? 

Do you have any concerns about other organizations operating within the archdiocese? 

What do you hope will stay the same in the next ten years in our archdiocese? 

What do you hope will change in the next ten years in our archdiocese? 

What models are you aware of in other locations that you admire and would like to see emulated here? 

Please describe your experience of, or impressions of, Catholic education in our archdiocese.  

How is our Church contributing to your ongoing education? 

Do you interact with our Church via social media? Let us know who, in our archdiocese, is a particularly good influence, or who you follow regularly, or who 

you consider a thought leader here. 


